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Resources and References 

Planning Guides 
• Community Energy Strategic Planning Guide (Department of Energy) 
• Community Energy Resource Guide (Rocky Mountain Institute) 

General Municipal Resources 
• Ann Arbor, MI: Carbon Neutrality - A2ZERO 
• Municipal Energy Management Toolbox: An Energy Plan & Action Strategy for Delaware County 

Municipalities, 
• Philadelphia Municipal Energy Master Plan 
• Burlington, VT. Climate Change Plan 
• Aspen GHG Reduction Toolkit 
• Chester County Climate Action Plan 

Model Laws 
• Sabin Center for Climate Change Law 
• Summary of Best Practices EV Ordinances 
• Annotated Model Ordinance Language for Improving Performance of Existing Buildings 
o This document from the City Energy Project presents sample language that can be used by jurisdictions 

interested in drafting a comprehensive existing building performance policy that encompasses provisions for 
benchmarking, as well as additional actions beyond benchmarking. 

• Establishing a Plan to Achieve Energy Code Compliance in Cities, a new resource developed by the City 
Energy Project, helps guide U.S. city leadership and their building department leadership in working 
together to implement an effective strategy to achieve high levels of energy code compliance for new and 
renovated buildings. It is a companion document to the City Energy Project Code Compliance Assessment 
Methodology for Medium and Large Cities. 

• Linking Building Energy Codes With Benchmarking and Disclosure Policies 
• Cracking the Code on EV-Ready Building Codes: Among best ways for cities, states to encourage 

consumers to switch to electric cars 
• Solar PV Best Practices for Local Government (DVRPC) 

• Strategic Assessments for the Transition to Renewable Energy 
• The 2035 Report  from the Center for Environmental Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley.  
• Net Zero America: Potential Pathways, Infrastructure and Impacts   “The Net-Zero America research 

quantifies five distinct technological pathways, all using technologies known today, by which the United 
States could decarbonize its entire economy.  

• Halfway There: Energy Efficiency Can Cut Energy Use and Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Half by 
2050.   American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE)  

  

https://www.energy.gov/eere/wipo/downloads/guide-community-energy-strategic-planning
http://rmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Community_Energy_Resource_Guide_Report_2015.pdf
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Carbon-Neutrality/Pages/A2ZERO-Plan.aspx
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Vz57aLiyfJ3jJfOejgA0wqthV1uhIzEg
https://www.phila.gov/documents/municipal-energy-master-plan/
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/CEDO/Sustainability/Climate%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://www.cityofaspen.com/DocumentCenter/View/1705/Greenhouse-Gas-Reduction-Toolkit?bidId=
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/PA-Climate-Action-Plan.aspx
https://lpdd.org/model-laws/
https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/manortx-meet-e1197386bbe241f7acf720c1b6b35109/ITEM-Attachment-001-fee67fd1b09d4694ac6b1bc21fd169d3.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2019/02/f59/City_Energy_Project_Resource_Library_Annotated_Model_Ordinance.pdf
https://www.imt.org/resources/establishing-a-plan-to-achieve-energy-code-compliance-in-cities/
http://www.cityenergyproject.org/
http://www.cityenergyproject.org/
http://www.cityenergyproject.org/
https://www.imt.org/uploads/resources/files/CEP-EC-Assessment-Methodology_Final_2017.pdf
https://www.imt.org/uploads/resources/files/CEP-EC-Assessment-Methodology_Final_2017.pdf
https://www.imt.org/uploads/resources/files/CEP-EC-Assessment-Methodology_Final_2017.pdf
https://www.imt.org/resources/linking-building-energy-codes-with-benchmarking-and-disclosure-policies/
https://www.swenergy.org/cracking-the-code-on-ev-ready-building-codes
https://www.swenergy.org/cracking-the-code-on-ev-ready-building-codes
https://www.dvrpc.org/solar/
https://www.2035report.com/
https://netzeroamerica.princeton.edu/?explorer=pathway&state=national&table=ref&limit=200
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/u1907


BY AREA 

Building Efficiency and Energy Management 
• New Buildings Institute. Getting to Zero: ZNE Project Guide 
• Building Performance Strategies; World Resources Institute, Accelerating Building Decarbonization 
• Getting to Zero: ZNE Project Guide, New Buildings Institute, Getting to Zero: ZNE Project Guide 
• Do-It-Yourself Home Energy Audits, U.S. Department of Energy, 

https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-home-energy-audits 
• Benchmarking and Transparency: Resources for State and Local Leaders   U.S. Department of Energy and 

Institute for Market Transformation resource guide. 
• DVRPC Municipal Energy Management Guide 
• ENERGY STAR Building Upgrade Manual, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
• Passive House - Passive building comprises a set of design principles used to attain a quantifiable and 

rigorous level of energy efficiency within a specific quantifiable comfort level. 
Passive House Institute US (PHIUS) 

• Living Building Challenge 
https://living-future.org/lbc/  

• Zero Energy Buildings 
Zero Energy Buildings | Department of Energy 
 

Community wide Energy Planning 

Ann Arbor Community wide plan 

Arlington Community Plan 

Charlottetown Community Plan 

Climate Outreach Tipsheet 

Communications Guide ICLEI 

Community Based Outreach review of strategies 

Community Driven Climate Resilience 

Community Engagement Highlights 

ICLEI Canada for Small and Rural Communities 

Keene NH Community Plan 

Marketing Guidebook for Action 

Ontario Community Emissions Reductions Guide for Municipalities 

 

https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GtZ-ZNEProjectGuide_FINAL.pdf
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GtZ-ZNEProjectGuide_FINAL.pdf
https://wrirosscities.org/sites/default/files/19_WP_ZCB_final.pdf
https://www.wri.org/research/accelerating-building-decarbonization-eight-attainable-policy-pathways-net-zero-carbon
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GtZ-ZNEProjectGuide_FINAL.pdf
https://newbuildings.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GtZ-ZNEProjectGuide_FINAL.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-home-energy-audits
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-home-energy-audits
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/home-energy-audits/do-it-yourself-home-energy-audits
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2019/02/f59/Benchmarking_Transparency_Resource_PDF_Final_2.14.pdf
https://www.dvrpc.org/energyclimate/CircuitRider/
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/save-energy/comprehensive-approach/energy-star
https://www.phius.org/home-page
https://living-future.org/lbc/
https://www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/zero-energy-buildings
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Documents/A2Zero%2520Climate%2520Action%2520Plan%2520_3.0.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability-and-Environment/Energy/Community-Energy-Plan
http://p1cdn4static.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_10500298/Image/Environment%20and%20Sustainability/Sustainability/Programs%20and%20Initiatives/Community%20Energy/Energy%20Plan%20Booklet-Feb%205%20(web%20version).pdf
http://www.resource-media.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Climate-Outreach-Resource-Media-Tipsheet.pdf
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/metadata/tools/climate-change-outreach-and-communication-guide/04_iclei-cap-outreach-communications-guide_0.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/energy-efficiency/docs/theses/mcewen_thesis.pdf
https://movementstrategy.org/resources/community-driven-climate-resilience-planning-a-framework/
https://www.bangthetable.com/blog/community-engagement-steps-up-participation-in-climate-action/
https://icleicanada.org/project/small-and-rural-communities-climate-action-guidebook/
https://keenenh.gov/sites/default/files/Community%20Development/ECC/Keene%20Sustainable%20Energy%20Plan%20Jan%202021%20with%20appendices.pdf
https://www.usdn.org/uploads/cms/documents/marketing_for_action_3.18.pdf
http://www.downloads.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/env_reg/er/documents/2018/013-2083.pdf


Resilient/adaptation Resources 

Adaptation Clearinghouse 

Antioch Climate Change Resilience Series 

Center for Climate Preparedness and Community Resilience 

Equitable Adaptation Toolkit 

ICLEI  Adaptation Kit 

ICLEI CANADA Resources 

FEMA Resources for Climate Resilience for local communities 

National association of Resilience Planners 

NREL Resilience Roadmap 

NREL Case Study (powerpoint pdf) 

Pathways to Resilience 

US Climate Resilience Toolkit 

US Local Solutions Community Driven Resilience 

 

Renewable Energy 
• Procurement Guidance (American Cities Climate Challenge) This is a detailed guide for cities on the 

considerations and steps involved for a city to procure different types of renewable energy. And this state 
resource from the same group. 

• Guide to Purchasing Green Power  (US EPA) The Guide to Purchasing Green Power is an excellent place to 
start for organizations interested in buying green power. 

• PA Department of Energy: Renewable Energy   
• PA Public Utility Commission: Renewable Energy 
• Solar PV Best Practices for Local Government (DVRPC) 

Transportation 
• Sample Fleet Electrification Action Plan for Municipalities, Sample fleet electrification plan for 

municipalities. 
• DVRPC, Electric Vehicle Resource Kit for Municipalities 

Waste Management 
• Energy Efficiency in Water and Wastewater Facilities A Guide to Developing and Implementing 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Programs, US EPA, 2013, Energy Efficiency in Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Facilities. 

https://www.adaptationclearinghouse.org/
https://www.antioch.edu/centers-institutes/center-climate-preparedness-community-resilience/climate-change-resilience-series/
https://www.communityresilience-center.org/
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/adaptation/toolkits/equitable-adaptation-toolkit/introduction.html?full
https://icleiusa.org/pathways/resilient/
https://icleicanada.org/barc-program/
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_resources-climate-resilience.pdf
https://www.nacrp.org/
https://www.nrel.gov/resilience-planning-roadmap/
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy17osti/70038.pdf
https://kresge.org/sites/default/files/Pathways-to-resilience-2015.pdf
https://toolkit.climate.gov/steps-to-resilience/steps-resilience-overview
https://us.sustain.org/community/
https://cityrenewables.org/overview/
https://cityrenewables.org/state/pennsylvania/
https://cityrenewables.org/state/pennsylvania/
https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/guide-purchasing-green-power
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Energy/OfficeofPollutionPrevention/Renewables/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.puc.pa.gov/consumer_info/electricity/renewable_energy.aspx
https://www.dvrpc.org/solar/
https://electrifyny.org/ev-municipal-toolkit/#1565755774604-d3373363-c491
https://electrifyny.org/ev-municipal-toolkit/#1565755774604-d3373363-c491
https://electrifyny.org/ev-municipal-toolkit/#1565755774604-d3373363-c491
https://www.dvrpc.org/energyclimate/alternativefuelvehicles/evmuniresource
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/wastewater-guide.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/wastewater-guide.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-08/documents/wastewater-guide.pdf


Pennsylvania related 
• PA Climate Impacts 2021 
• Pennsylvania and Climate Change (PA DEP) 
• Climate Change in PA Impacts and Solutions (Union of Concerned Scientists) 
• PA Climate Action Plan 

Case study Resources 

• Abington  Cakky Evans 
• Springfield Joy Bergey 
• West Chester Area Clean Energy Future  Jim Wylie 
• West Goshen Henry Alexander 

 

•  
•  

https://files.dep.state.pa.us/Energy/Office%20of%20Energy%20and%20Technology/OETDPortalFiles/Climate%20Change%20Advisory%20Committee/2020/12-22-20/2021_IA_Draft_Final_12-15-20.pdf
https://gis.dep.pa.gov/ClimateChange/index.html
https://climatechange.lta.org/wp-content/uploads/cct/2015/03/UCSSummary_Climate-Change-in-Pennsylvania.pdf
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/PA-Climate-Action-Plan.aspx
mailto:cakkyb@msn.com
mailto:joybergey@gmail.com
https://www.wcacleanenergy.org/municipal-leadership
mailto:henry.deh.alexander@gmail.com
mailto:mailtohenry.deh.alexander@gmail.com
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