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Resources
• Montco 2040 Grant Program https://www.montcopa.org/2453/Montco-

2040-Implementation-Grant-Program
• MCPC Grant database (stormwater focus) 

https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/24759/FUNDING-
PROGRAMS

• Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) 
https://www.dvrpc.org/funding

• Schuylkill Action Network 
https://www.schuylkillwaters.org/resources/grants

https://www.montcopa.org/2453/Montco-2040-Implementation-Grant-Program
https://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/24759/FUNDING-PROGRAMS
https://www.dvrpc.org/funding
https://www.schuylkillwaters.org/resources/grants


MONTCO 2040 
IMPLEMENTATION 
GRANT

WHO CAN APPLY
Applications must be submitted and administered by municipalities, 
but they may join with non-profit or private entities to achieve a 
public benefit.
FOCUS CATEGORIES

Trails, Paths, Sidewalk Connections and Bike Facilities
Downtown and Community Destination Support
Adaptation and Resiliency

FUNDING STRUCTURE
Maximum grant award is $200,000. Minimum local match is 20% of 
the grant amount.
CONTACT:
Anne Leavitt-Gruberger
Montgomery County Planning Commission, County Planning 
Manager
610-278-3727
aleavitt@montcopa.org

Part of the implementation of the 
county comprehensive plan, this grant 
program is for municipalities proposing 
targeted improvements that achieve real 
progress toward the goals of the plan. 



Montco 2040 Implementation Grant 
Awards (2021 Examples)

Ambler – Knight Park Community Garden Grant 
Award: $43,000 
East Greenville – Bieler Park Upgrade Grant 
Award: $102,991 
East Norriton – Stanbridge Park Facility 
Improvements Grant Award: $200,000 
Green Lane – Route 29 Pedestrian Improvements 
Grant Award: $199,375 .
Hatboro – Hatboro Station Trail Lighting Grant 
Award: $125,300 
Lansdale – Whites Road Park Facilities 
Improvements Grant Award: $90,080 
Limerick – PECO Trail Grant Award: $60,000 

Lower Gwynedd – Dager Road/Penllyn Pike Trail 
Crossing Grant Award: $61,400 
Lower Moreland – Lower Welsh Road Sidewalk 
Connection Grant Award: $48,099 



Funding Opportunities For Stormwater Management

• Over 60 grant programs listed
• Most are stormwater focused
• Many are focused on other issues

• Education
• Trails
• Water Quality



DVRPC Funding Opportunities
• Municipal Funding Resource

• Search within categories, such as “Energy Conservation”, “Environment” 
“Infrastructure” “Open Space and Recreation”

• Filter by location – from PA & NJ to the counties in the DVRPC region



Schuylkill Action Network
• Provides information on grant programs:

• Grant Program Name
• Funder
• Area of Interest
• Eligible Region
• Eligible Applicants
• Award Amount
• Date Due

• There’s also a link on the site to the upcoming grant and award deadlines 
from PA Environment Digest 



From the Funders...

Choosing a project and a grant program:
• Projects for grants vs grants for projects
• Fully-formed vs evolving

• “Shovel Ready”
• The heart of the proposal
• Know your funders

Grant 
Application 

Advice

Free!



National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation
(NFWF)

The Delaware River Program is 
dedicated to restoring the fish and 
wildlife habitats and water quality of 
the Delaware River and its tributaries. 
The Delaware River Program 
currently awards grants through two 
competitive funding opportunities -
the Delaware Watershed Conservation 
Fund and the Delaware River 
Restoration Fund.

Partnership Program with 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
William Penn Foundation

https://www.nfwf.org/partnerships/federal-state-partners/us-fish-and-wildlife-service
https://www.nfwf.org/partnerships/foundation-partners/william-penn-foundation


Delaware River 
Conservation Fund WHO CAN APPLY 

Non-profit 501(c) organizations; local and municipal governments, 
Indian tribes, and educational institutions. 

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES

Applicants are encouraged to propose projects that can address as 
many Strategic Program Areas as possible:

• Sustain and enhance fish and wildlife habitat 
• Improve and maintain water quality and habitat , and drinking water 
• Sustain and enhance water resource management  
• Improve opportunities for public access and recreation

FUNDING STRUCTURE

Matching grants of $75,000 and $1,500,000 (50% minimum match)

CONTACT
Rachel Dawson, Program Director Delaware River National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
202-595-2643 - rachel.dawson@nfwf.org 
Claire Flynn Manager, Northeastern Region National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
202-595-2449 clar.flynn@nfwf.org
Erin Lewis Coordinator, NE Regional Programs National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
202-595-2413 erin.lewis@nfwf.org

The Delaware Watershed 
Conservation Fund was 
launched in 2018 to 
conserve and restore natural 
areas, corridors and 
waterways on public and 
private lands that support 
native fish, wildlife and 
plants, and to contribute to 
the vitality of the 
communities in the 
Delaware River watershed.



Delaware River 
Restoration Fund

WHO CAN APPLY 
Non-profit 501(c) organizations; local and municipal governments, 
Indian tribes, and educational institutions. 
PRIORITY ACTIVITIES
Applicants are encouraged to propose projects that can address as 
many Strategic Program Areas as possible:

• Stewardship of working lands
• Restoration of wetlands, floodplains and stream corridors
• Promoting the adoption of green infrastructure in urban/suburban 

landscapes

FUNDING STRUCTURE
Matching grants of n $75,000 and $500,000 (50% minimum match)
CONTACT
Rachel Dawson, Program Director Delaware River National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation 
202-595-2643 - rachel.dawson@nfwf.org 
Claire Flynn Manager, Northeastern Region National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
202-595-2449 clar.flynn@nfwf.org
Erin Lewis Coordinator, NE Regional Programs National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
202-595-2413 erin.lewis@nfwf.org

Help community-based 
nonprofits and 
government agencies 
work together to clean up 
and restore polluted 
waters and improve 
habitat for target species
The Fund awards at least 
$2 million per year in 
competitive grants, 
geographically focused on 
the three priority 
strategies



From the Funders...

Details, details
• Keep it simple & clear 
• Budget
• Match 
• Follow instructions
• “Bang for the buck’

• Focus 
• Size
• Suitability
• Metrics
• Replication

Grant 
Application 

Advice

Free!



Five Star and Urban 
Waters Restoration 
Program
The Five Star and Urban Waters 
Restoration grant program seeks to 
develop community capacity to sustain 
local natural resources for future 
generations.
Modest financial assistance is provided to 
diverse local partnerships focused on 
improving water quality, watersheds and 
the species and habitats they support.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Wildlife Habitat Council 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
USDA Forest Service 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
FedEx and Southern Company

WHO CAN APPLY 
Non-profit 501(c) organizations, local governments, municipal 
governments, and educational institutions 
PRIORITY ACTIVITIES
• Wetland, riparian, in-stream habitat restoration
• Meaningful education and training activities
• Measurable ecological, educational and community benefits
• Partnerships: engage a diverse group of community partners (5+)
FUNDING STRUCTURE 
Awards range from $20,000 to $50,000 with an average size of $35,000 
and about 50 grants awarded per year. Grants should span 12 to 18 
months with a start date in late summer/early fall.
The ratio of matching contributions offered is considered during the 
review process, and projects are required to meet or exceed a 1:1 match 
ratio to be competitive.
There is one application submitted to NFWF for all sources of funding..
CONTACT
Zack Bernstein, Program Coordinator
(202) 595-2433  - Zachary.Bernstein@nfwf.org

mailto:Zachary.Bernstein@nfwf.org


Growing Greener 
Plus Grants 
Program
Several Programs for various parts of PA. 
The most applicable for SEPA is the Growing 
Greener Watershed Restoration and 
Protection program
Project Categories:
1. Planning
2. Education and Outreach
3. Design and/or Construction
4. Operation, Maintenance and 
Repair/Replacement
5. Technical Assistance
6. Evaluation, Assessment and Monitoring 
Tools for Watershed Management
7. Watershed Group Organization/Support
8. Healthy Waters Initiative

WHO CAN APPLY 
Incorporated watershed associations, Counties, municipalities,  
Section 501(c)(3) Organizations, Educational institution 
PRIORITY ACTIVITIES
Funding for implementation projects including rain gardens, basin 
retrofits, riparian buffers, constructed wetlands, capture and reuse 
systems, that address:
• Causes of impairment, or projects from PA DEP’s Integrated Water Quality 

Report
• Runoff volumes, infiltration, water quality and future flood prevention.
• Floodplain restoration
The preference is for innovative strategies that go above and beyond the 
minimal level of permit compliance.

FUNDING STRUCTURE 
Variable - Avg. grant award = $125,000 (15% minimum match)
CONTACT
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/Growing-
Greener/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/Growing-Greener/Pages/default.aspx


From the Funders...

Read the application, visit the website, talk to the program contact
• Use the program’s ‘focus terms’
• From the previous slides:

• Sustain, Restore, Enhance
• Habitat
• Water Quality or Impairment
• Delaware River/tributaries

Grant 
Application 

Advice

Free!



TreeVitalize 
Watersheds Grant 
Program
Focuses on planting trees along streams, 
neighboring upland areas, and naturalized 
stormwater basins.

The program receives funding from the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) and 
corporate sponsors Aqua PA and PECO, as 
well as substantial in-kind contributions 
from various partners.

WHO CAN APPLY 
“Anyone with a good project on permanently protected land”
Non-profit organizations, municipalities, schools, scouting groups and 
community organizations, or partnering with one of the preceding.

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES
Streamside and source water protection areas, on public lands or private 
permanently protected lands. 
Projects may include:

• Stream buffers
• Wetlands
• Plantings on adjacent uplands (where stormwater “sheet flow” would 

drain directly into the stream below) 
• Naturalization of stormwater basins

FUNDING STRUCTURE
25% match required, other costs outlined 

CONTACT
The County Conservation Districts administer the TreeVitalize Watersheds 
program.  For projects in Montgomery County, contact:
Montgomery County Conservation District
Brian Vadino
610-489-4506 ext. 15
BVadino@montgomeryconservation.org



PECO Green Region 
Open Space 
Program
PECO has partnered with Natural 
Lands to create the PECO Green 
Region Open Space Program. 
The program awards grants for efforts 
to preserve, protect and improve open 
space in southeastern Pennsylvania.

WHO CAN APPLY 

Any township, borough, city, or regional recreational authority within PECO’s 
service territory in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, or York counties 
(eligible applicants must receive gas and/or electric service from PECO)

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES
Improving municipal (and other) open space. Funds may be used for:
• Habitat improvements (woodlands, riparian buffers, and meadows)
• Installation of capital improvements for passive recreation (trails, boardwalks, 

kiosks, observation platforms)
• Installation of LED and energy efficient lighting on trails (but not parking lots)

FUNDING STRUCTURE
Grants will be awarded in amounts up to $10,000 and may be used to fund 
up to 50% of the project (applicant provides match equal to or exceeding the 
amount requested).  Funds must be in cash and must not be in-kind services, 
and municipal or staff salaries may not be used as matching funds.

CONTACT 
Estelle Wynn Dolan, PECO Green Region Program Administrator 
c/o Natural Lands - 1031 Palmers Mill Road, Media, PA 19063 
610-353-5587 x213 
edolan@natlands.org



Alternative Fuels 
Incentive Grant

The AFIG Program helps to create new 
markets for alternative fuels in 
Pennsylvania which enhances energy 
security.

WHO CAN APPLY 
Non-profits, schools, and local government entities   
PRIORITY ACTIVITIES 
• Businesses in Pennsylvania 
• Zero emission vehicle projects
• Renewable natural gas vehicle and infrastructure projects 
• Projects located in or predominantly serving environmental 

justice areas 
• Publicly accessible alternative fuel refueling infrastructure 

projects and fleet charging equipment projects
FUNDING STRUCTURE
AFIG is a reimbursement grant program. Payment requests may 
begin only after the grantee has received a fully executed grant 
agreement.

CONTACT 
Robert Young, 412-442-4157, rocyoun@pa.gov or Colton Brown, 
717-705-4156, coltbrown@pa.gov



From the Funders…

• Flexibility and Creativity
• Mainstream projects such as stormwater 

facilities, replacing equipment not as 
eligible as previously

• Give it an angle, and approach, and a name 
that will stand out

• Unusual pairings/partners

Grant 
Application 

Advice

Free!



Schuylkill River 
Restoration Fund

The Schuylkill River Restoration Fund 
grants are available to non-profit 
organizations, watershed organizations, 
conservation districts and county, 
municipal and local governments.

The goal of the Schuylkill River Restoration 
Fund is to support projects in the 
Schuylkill River watershed that are 
consistent with restoration and water 
management goals for the entire basin.

WHO CAN APPLY 
Local governments, counties, federal commissions, and non-profits 
within the Schuylkill River watershed area

PRIORITY ACTIVITIES 
• General Funding – AMD, Agricultural Runoff, Stormwater
• Perkiomen Watershed
• Philadelphia Water Supply 
• Source Water Protection

FUNDING STRUCTURE
Grant applicants may request between $20,000 and $100,000.
Applicants working in the Perkiomen Creek Watershed may request between 
$5,000 and $100,000.
All projects require a minimum of 25% match. 
Cash and in-kind services are both eligible match sources. Projects showing high 
levels of match, above the 25% minimum, will be given priority

CONTACT 
Tim Fenchel
tfenchel@schuylkillriver.org
Schuylkill River Greenways NHA
140 College Drive, Pottstown, PA 19464

mailto:tfenchel@schuylkillriver.org


From the Funders…

Know What You’re Getting Into!
• Municipal Support
• Applicant Eligibility
• Eligible Costs
• Match!
• Reporting Requirements
• Application Requirements 

• Pre-application training, group or individual meetings
• Long-term agreements for maintenance

Grant 
Application 

Advice

Free!



Happy Hunting!

Drew Shaw, AICP
Environmental Planning Manager

Montgomery County Planning Commission
dshaw@montcopa.org │ www.montcopa.org/planning
P: 610.278.3733  F: 610.278.3941
PO Box 311, Norristown, PA 19404-0311
425 Swede St., Suite 201, Norristown, PA 19401

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montcopa.org%2Findex.aspx%3FNID%3D490&data=04%7C01%7CDSHAW%40montcopa.org%7C3d741ef1b6c44abcffe608d98f175d59%7Cabb624ec6a274c8195ceb75e7c96ad9c%7C0%7C0%7C637698152915277784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=VTvZcdqtLINv5gE385fQZp%2B0KwI4UZ1AqeabyIaYcKs%3D&reserved=0

	Funding Opportunities For EACs
	Resources
	MONTCO 2040 IMPLEMENTATION GRANT
	Montco 2040 Implementation Grant Awards (2021 Examples)
	Funding Opportunities For Stormwater Management
	DVRPC Funding Opportunities
	Schuylkill Action Network
	From the Funders...
	National Fish and Wildlife Foundation�(NFWF)
	Delaware River Conservation Fund� 
	Delaware River Restoration Fund�
	From the Funders...
	Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration Program
	Growing Greener Plus Grants Program
	From the Funders...
	TreeVitalize Watersheds Grant Program
	PECO Green Region Open Space Program
	Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant�
	From the Funders…
	Schuylkill River Restoration Fund�
	From the Funders…
	Happy Hunting!

