The West Hanover Township Environmental Advisory Council (EAC):
Celebrating 30 Years of Community Service
The West Hanover Township EAC’s primary focus and objectives are identified in our 1989 ordinance as: advising various township boards and commissions on matters concerning the protection, conservation, management, promotion and use of the natural resources located in the township. The objectives are to: identify environmental problems, make recommendations, promote community environmental programs, keep an index of all open spaces and advise the Board of Supervisors and other township agencies on environmental concerns. 
The West Hanover Township EAC strives to create an environmentally healthy balance between humanity and the natural resources in our community, using innovative thought and responsible actions.
Since 1989, the 7-member WHT EAC council, (total of 33 members to date) has initiated numerous successful community-involved environmental programs, including the first community voluntary recycling program which evolved into the current curbside recycling through Waste Management; oil/antifreeze collection; tree and yard waste collection; scrap tire and household hazardous waste collection; Lenker Brook riparian buffer restoration; scenic inventory through a community photography contest; big tree inventory; community tree planting; recycling container project; municipal gardens/stormwater project; the Rain Garden at Fairville Park; monarch butterfly education; Roland Bergner Eastern Bluebird Trail at Skyline Commons Park; stormwater education; designation of two ‘stormwater parks’ in the township; ongoing stream assessments and wetlands investigations. 
Community environmental education seminars and workshops have been held on subjects including forestry; native and invasive plants; birding, bird migration and Important Bird Area along the Kittatinny Ridge in WHT; integrated pest management; water conservation; composting; gardening; food preservation; household hazardous waste; agricultural security areas; recycling education; photography; West Nile education; homeowners guide to stormwater; pollution reduction; invasive insects; stream health assessment; backyard wildlife; and a stormwater/rain barrel project. 
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In 2006 the EAC designed and constructed a rain garden demonstration site at Fairville Park along with help from township Park and Rec Board, Public Works Department and many community volunteers. The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay provided technical assistance, and funding was through a DEP Growing Greener grant.
The WHT EAC was the first EAC in Dauphin County to produce a natural resource inventory (NRI), based on Ian McHarg’s principals. The NRI is now part of the township’s Comprehensive Plan, and played a major role in forming the environmental protection and open space ordinances that are part of the subdivision and land development and zoning regulations. 
Along with reviewing subdivision and land development plans for environmental impact, and drafting and reviewing ordinances, the WHT EAC is directly involved in providing information for updating the Comprehensive Plan. 
In concert with the Comprehensive Plan update, a Growing Greener Codes Assessment was coordinated by the EAC with the Natural Lands Trust in 2001. The assessment showed how well West Hanover Township's ordinances conserved land as development occurred. An assessment entails a thorough review of the local Comprehensive Plan, Open Space Plan, subdivision and zoning codes by Natural Lands Trust staff. 
WHT BOS received a written report, outlining specific changes to the various sections of the code that would be necessary to incorporate Growing Greener development standards. 
The EAC has held liaison positions on the Planning Commission, which serves a significant purpose in the review of environmental impact of subdivision plans, and more recently on the Board of Supervisors.
The Pennsylvania Environmental Council and EAC Network invited the WHT EAC to be the first EAC in the state to be filmed for an EAC promotional video. The video was filmed on location in the township by Greenworks TV in November, 2001.
Awards:

2001 Governor Ridge Award for Environmental Ethics and Achievement.
Pennsylvania Environmental Council’s 2005 EAC Achievement Award, Honorable Mention for 15 years of community recycling programs.
2006 Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful Community Greening Award for the Rain Garden at Fairville Park.

2015 Award from Monarch Foundation for the development of a Monarch Butterfly Waystation at the WHT Admin. Building.
2019 EAC Members: Evelyn Burton, Secretary; Jeff Bridi; Paul Devincenzo; Jay Megonnel; John Miele, Chair;
Marcel Smullen, Vice Chair; Bob Nicolodi, Treasurer. 
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EAC members man the display booth during the annual West Hanover Township Community Festival
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