RESOLUTION NO. 2-10
RESOLUTION OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION

ADOPTING POLICIES RELATED TO THE PLACEMENT OF WIND ENERGY
FACILITIES IN AREAS DESIGNATED FOR NATURAL RESOURCE

PROTECTION IN THE LEHIGH VALLEY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.
WHEREAS, the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC), the official planning commission for Lehigh and Northampton counties, was formed in 1961 for the purpose of creating a comprehensive plan to guide orderly growth in the Lehigh Valley region; and 


WHEREAS, the Lehigh Valley comprehensive plan entitled Comprehensive Plan The Lehigh Valley … 2030 identifies significant natural resources that should be conserved based upon careful studies by the LVPC, the Pennsylvania Science Office of the Nature Conservancy and others, and the installation of wind energy facilities may modify the natural habitat and can have significant adverse impacts on wildlife, especially when located in sensitive natural areas; and
WHEREAS, scientific studies have documented that birds and bats are vulnerable to collisions with wind turbine blades, turbine towers and associated infrastructure, and the Kittatinny Ridge (also known as Blue Mountain) is a significant fall migration flyway used annually by tens of thousands of birds and has been designated as an Important Bird Area by the Pennsylvania Audubon Society; and
WHEREAS, the development of wind energy facilities and their associated support infrastructure (e.g., support roads, storage and maintenance facilities, and power lines) can result in habitat destruction and fragmentation, threatening species survival and biodiversity; and 
WHEREAS, wind energy facilities, with their long rows of wind turbines, can span hundreds of acres and could intrude upon significant portions of the Lehigh Valley’s scenic landscapes if placed upon scenic greenways such as Blue Mountain or South Mountain; and  
WHEREAS, the wind resource at a given site can be classified according to wind power classes, ranging from Class 1 (the lowest) to Class 7 (the highest), and it is generally accepted by wind energy research and industry groups, including the United States Department of Energy National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and the American Wind Energy Association, that sites with a Class 3 or greater wind power rating may be suitable, and sites with a Class 4 or greater wind power rating are preferred, for wind energy facilities; and

WHEREAS, based upon information contained in wind resource maps created by the NREL, Lehigh and Northampton counties are only marginally suitable for wind energy facilities as they do not contain any large concentrations of land with a Class 3 wind power rating or any sites with a Class 4 or greater wind power rating; and

WHEREAS, the LVPC is concerned that the placement of wind energy facilities within the natural resource protection areas identified in the Comprehensive Plan will create a potential danger to natural landmarks, natural resources, wildlife and scenic views;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission hereby adopts the following policies related to the placement of wind energy facilities to promote consistency with the natural resource protection policies of the Comprehensive Plan The Lehigh Valley … 2030.
LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 
WIND ENERGY FACILITIES POLICIES
Goal
To minimize the adverse environmental impacts of wind energy facilities and to protect and preserve very high and high priority natural resources as depicted in the Comprehensive Plan The Lehigh Valley … 2030.

Definitions
· WIND ENERGY FACILITY – An electric generation facility, whose main purpose is to supply electricity, consisting of one or more wind turbines and other accessory structures and buildings, including substations, meteorological towers, electrical infrastructure, transmission lines and other appurtenant structures and facilities.  The term does not include stand-alone wind turbines constructed primarily for residential or farm use.
· WIND TURBINE – A wind energy conversion system that converts wind energy into electricity through the use of a wind turbine generator and includes the nacelle, rotor, tower and pad turbine, if any.
Policies

· Wind energy facilities should not be developed in areas designated as very high or high conservation priorities in the Comprehensive Plan.  These areas are identified on Map 8 – Natural Resources Plan in the Comprehensive Plan. 

· Depending on local conditions, wind energy facilities may be appropriate in agricultural and rural areas with an adequate wind resource if they are compatible with the local environment and land use regulations and consistent with the standards of the Pennsylvania Wind and Wildlife Collaborative.
Implementation
· During the review of local comprehensive plans, zoning ordinances, and subdivision and land development ordinances, the LVPC will recommend natural resource protection policies as they relate to wind energy facilities, as needed.  

· Any conflicts with policies on wind energy facilities will be noted during LVPC reviews of subdivisions and land developments.

Adopted by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission this 28th day of January, 2010.
ATTESTED BY:
LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION
_______________________________
________________________________________

Michael N. Kaiser, Executive Director
Steven L. Glickman, Chair
Resolution # 2-10
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