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MUNICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE 

WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

ORDINANCE No. 713-06 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE, 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA AMENDING CHAPTER 220, 
ZONING, PRIMARILY ARTICLE VIII, SIGNS, AND DEFINITIONS WITHIN 
ARTICLE II RELATING TO SIGNS.  THE ORDINANCE INCORPORATES 
SPECIFIC STANDARDS FOR SHOPPING CENTERS AND OFFICE PARKS, 
STAND ALONE BUSINESS PARCELS, BILLBOARD STANDARDS, AND 
SPECIFIC DEFINITIONS RELATING TO ELECTRONIC OR AUTOMATIC 
CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS AND OTHER SIGN TYPES. 

 

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Murrysville wishes to update Chapter 220, Zoning, to 
provide specific definitions for types of signs authorized and prohibited; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Murrysville wishes to impose the minimum standards 
necessary to provide for the public health, safety, and welfare by adopting sign 
standards by types of parcels for which signs are authorized and the functioning and 
construction of types of signs authorized; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the 
Municipality of Murrysville Council, Chapter 220 is amended as follows: 

SECTION I. 

The following definitions placed within Article II, Definitions, shall be added, removed, 
or modified as follows: 

 
BILLBOARD -- A freestanding sign, upon which advertising matter of any character is 
printed, posted or lettered, whether freestanding or attached to a surface of a building or 
other structure.    
 
CANDELA: A unit of measurement of light intensity of light. An ordinary wax candle 
generates one candela. 
 
FLASHING:  Giving off light suddenly or in transient bursts or where the frequency 
and manner of light changes are unrelated to the regular operation of the sign as 
otherwise authorized in this ordinance or the regular activation or deactivation of 
authorized external or internal illumination.  
 
NIT: A measurement of luminance used primarily to indicate a LED display's 
brightness. One NIT is equal to one candela per square meter (1cd/m2). 
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OFFICE PARK – A group of commercial establishments, primarily comprised of 
professional offices, warehousing and distribution, manufacturing facilities,  which is 
planned, developed, owned and managed as a unit related in its location, size, including 
independently owned and managed outparcels which are accessed solely through the 
access drive or drives serving the core of the center, which includes less than 20,000 
square feet of exclusively retail uses, including but not limited to restaurants, small 
professional offices, and commercial schools, and indoor commercial recreation 
establishments.     
 
SHOPPING CENTER – A group of commercial establishments which is planned, 
developed, owned and managed as a unit related in its location, size, including 
independently owned and managed outparcels which are accessed soley through the 
access drive or drives serving the core of the center, which includes at least 20,000 
square feet of exclusively retail uses, including but not limited to restaurants, small 
professional offices, and commercial schools, and indoor commercial recreation 
establishments.   
 
SIGN -- A structure that consists of any device, light, letter, word, model, banner, 
pennant, trade flag, logo, insignia, balloons or representation that advertises, directs, or 
announces the use conducted; goods, products, services or facilities available; or that 
influences persons or conveys information or that calls attention to the building or the 
use located on the lot. The term "sign" includes the word "billboard," but does not 
include the flag of the United States of America or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
or any federal, state or municipal traffic or directional sign or other official federal, 
state, county or municipal government signs. 
 

A. BILLBOARD -- A sign, upon which advertising matter of any character is 
printed, posted or lettered, which is erected upon a property bearing no 
establishment or principal building. 

 
B. CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN, MANUAL – A sign with removable panels or 

letters which may be changed, removed and replaced from time to time without 
altering or reconstructing the sign structure itself. including a sign on which 
message copy is changed through the use of electronic switching of lamps or 
other illuminated devices.   

 
C. CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN (AUTOMATIC) — A sign on which amber 

colored copy changes automatically on a lampbank or through mechanical 
means with a black background/face, including electrical or electronic time and 
temperature units.   

 
D. FREESTANDING SIGN -- A sign with its support planted firmly into the 

ground, excluding changeable copy signs unless expressly authorized as part 
thereof; and excluding billboards. 

 
E. MONUMENT SIGN: A sign attached to a brick, stone or masonry wall or 

structure that forms a supporting base for the sign display. 
 

F. OBSOLETE SIGN, Any sign, the language or message of which, refers to a 
business or establishment on-site which is permanently out of operation.   
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G. WALL SIGN -- A sign placed against and attached to, made a part of or painted 

directly on an exterior surface of a building excluding changeable copy signs.  
 

 
SIGN COPY or COPY — Those letters, numerals, figures, symbols, logos and graphic 
elements comprising the content or message of a sign. 

SIGN FACE – A single surface area to which the sign copy is affixed or from which the 
copy or message is displayed sign copy is displayed or illustrated, not including 
structural supports, architectural features of a building or sign structure, nonstructural or 
decorative trim.  

STAND ALONE PARCEL – A parcel bearing principal non-residential uses, zoned B 
or MU, that lies outside of an office park or shopping center as authorized signage 
under §220-87 .   

 

SECTION II. 

Article VIII, Signs, shall be amended as follows: 

§220-82 General Requirements 
All signs erected under this section shall conform to the requirements of Chapter 85, 
Building Construction, adopting the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code. All 
signs, as defined, shall require a permit for the erection and maintenance of the same, 
unless otherwise stated. 

 
A. A sign not expressly permitted is prohibited.   
 
B. Sign Area.  The square-foot area of a sign shall be computed as defined in 

“Sign, Gross Surface Area” in Article II of this Chapter. 
 

C. Sign Location.  No sign shall be located in such a position that it will cause a 
hazard by obstructing visibility.  No sign shall interfere with minimum site 
distance required by PennDot standards from access drives to a street.  No sign, 
other than official traffic signs and off-premises directional signs, shall hang 
over or be erected within the right-of-way of any street.   

 
D. Maintenance and Inspection.  All signs shall be constructed of a durable material 

and maintained in good condition.  All signs, other than those constructed of 
decay resistant wood, shall bear a protective treatment to guard against rust or 
decay.  Signs using removable paper or other materials and general signs 
bearing protective coatings such as paint shall be maintained in such condition 
as to eliminate loose or frayed material protruding or hanging or falling from the 
structure. Any sign found to be in an unsafe or poorly maintained condition 
upon inspection shall be declared to be a public nuisance and the Zoning Officer 
shall give notice to the owner in writing, in accordance with §220-1102.2 of this 
Chapter, to repair or remove the sign within ten (10) days.  Upon failure of the 
owner to comply, the Municipality shall remove the sign at the owner’s expense.   
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E. Illumination.   
 

(1.) Illumination, when authorized by this Ordinance, shall be directed upon 
the sign face and not towards adjoining properties or streets.   

 
(2.) Flashing or oscillating signs shall not be permitted.   

 
(3.) Lighting shall be stationary and constant in intensity and color at all 

times.   
 

(4.) The intensity of any source of illumination of any sign, whether indirect 
or internal, shall be controlled so as to not exceed a maximum of 1.0 
footcandle at the property line. 

 
(5.) External light bulb fixtures shall project no colors.  

 
(6.) Lighting emitted by signage shall be subject to lighting standards 

otherwise applicable to the property.   
 

F. Permit Required.  Each application for a sign permit shall be accompanied by a 
drawing to scale, showing the design which is being proposed, the size, 
character and color of letter, lines and symbols, method of illumination, the 
exact location of the sign in relation to the building and property and 
construction details. The application shall be accompanied by the permit fee, as 
designated in the appropriate municipal ordinance. 

 
G. Permit Expiration.  Any permit issued by the Zoning Officer for erection, 

alteration, replacement or relocation of any sign shall expire automatically 
within six (6) months of the date of issuance if work authorized by the permit 
has not been initiated and diligently pursued. 

 
H. Existing Non-Conforming Signs.  Every sign or other advertising structure 

lawfully in existence on the effective date of this chapter may not be replaced, 
altered or relocated, unless it is made to comply with this section, except in the 
case of a sign accidentally damaged or destroyed. A change in wording of the 
sign message does not constitute replacement, alteration or relocation and, as 
such shall be permitted.   

 
I. There is no setback requirement for signs whose area does not exceed two 

square feet, except that no private sign is permitted in any street right-of-way. 
 

J.  No illumination involving movement or causing the illusion of movement or 
flashing on and off shall be permitted.  Changeable copy signs shall not, 
therefore, utilize scrolling text.   

 
J. All setbacks specified within this chapter shall apply to the entirety of the sign, 

including elements that overhang or extend from the supporting structure.   
 
K. No sign shall bear any part moved by natural or mechanical means which flash, 

revolve, rotate, swing, undulate, or convey the impression of such movements 
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through digital or analogue means.   
 

L. No part of any sign shall provide for movement, the impression of movement, or 
animation, nor shall any sign emit noise.   

 
M. K.  No sign or structure shall be erected at any location where, by reason of the 

position, shape or color of the sign or structure it may interfere with, obstruct the 
view of or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device or 
restricting site distance. 

 
N. A sign shall bear no more than two faces.   
 
O. Obscene signs are prohibited. No sign shall utilize sexually explicit or 

suggestive language or graphics nor any illustration of “specified sexual 
activities” or “specified anatomical areas” as defined in this ordinance and/or 
which bears language deemed obscene by Chapter 15 of the Pennsylvania 
Crimes Code, Public Indecency.  
 

P. Penants, balloons, and similar signage shall not be permitted as temporary signs. 
 

Q. RGB, (Red, blue, green) automatic changeable copy signs, or similar signs 
bearing the capability to project a range of colors, shall be prohibited.   
 

R. Automatic changeable copy signs shall not bear advertising of an establishment, 
an activity, a product, a service or entertainment, which is sold, produced, 
manufactured, available or furnished at a site other than on the premises on 
which the sign is located. 

 
S. Within ninety (90) days of a business’s closing, the sign copy of the associated 

obsolete sign or signs shall be removed or obscured in a manner commensurate 
with general construction standards outlined herein. 



 6

 
 
§220-83 Exempt Signs 
 Exempt signs. The following types of signs are exempted from permit requirements 

and square footage maximums, but must be in conformance with all other 
requirements of this Article: 

 
A. Messages placed on the inside of a building, except that no such sign 

identifying the business and affixed to the inside of the window can be larger 
than 100 50 square feet. 

 
B. Real estate signs not exceeding 12 square feet in area and advertising the 

sale, rental or lease of the premises on which the sign is located; one real 
estate sign per road frontage, up to a maximum of two such signs on any one 
lot at a time. 

 
C. A sign not exceeding 1 and 1/2 square feet in area, used only to display the 

name(s) of the individuals, family, organization or institution occupying the 
premises. 

 
D. Traffic signs or other municipal signs, danger signs, railroad crossing signs, 

legal notices and trespassing signs. 
 

E. Official notices posted by public officers or employees in the performance of 
the officer's or employee's duties. 

 
F. Directional signs for hospitals, medical clinics, ambulances, essential 

services, libraries and churches, up to four square feet, with no more than 
three erected at different locations, at any one time, throughout the 
Municipality, each to be less than 10 feet in height. Same may not be located 
within the public right-of-way. 

 
G. Signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and/or trailers where the sign is 

incidental to the primary use of the vehicle or trailer. However, this is not in 
any way intended to permit signs placed on or affixed to vehicles and/or 
trailers that are parked on a public right-of-way, public property or private 
property so as to be visible from a public right-of-way where the apparent 
purpose is to advertise a product or direct people to a business or activity 
located on the same or nearby property. 

 
H. Directional signs designating parking area entrances and exits, limited to one 

sign for each entrance and/or exit, not exceeding four square feet in gross 
surface area and containing no advertising matter. Parking lot directional 
signs shall not project higher than five feet. 

 
I. American and State of Pennsylvania flags, vertically supported on a single 

pole and no larger than 100 square feet. 
 

J. Signs for home occupation, where permitted, shall not exceed two square 
feet in area on one side in any district. 
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K. Political signs, regulated in Subsection 220-803 (7). 

 
L. Holiday decorations temporarily displayed on traditionally accepted patriotic 

or religious holidays. 
 

§220-84 Temporary Signs 
A. Temporary signs not exceeding in the aggregate twenty-five (25) square feet, 

announcing the erection of a building, the architect, the builders, contractors, 
etc., may be erected on the premises for a period of 60 days plus the 
construction period, the total not to exceed one year after date of issuance of 
permit, after which the sign shall be removed from the premises. 

 
B. One temporary sign, not exceeding in the aggregate 32 square feet, announcing 

the opening, closing, change of management or change of location of a business 
may be erected on the premises for a period of 30 days after date of issuance of 
permit, after which the sign shall be removed from the premises. 

 
C. One temporary sign, not exceeding in the aggregate 32 square feet, announcing 

special sales, may be erected on the premises twice a year for a period of seven 
consecutive days after date of issuance of permit, after which the sign shall be 
removed from the premises. 

 
D. Temporary signs for nonprofit organizations shall not exceed 32 square feet, 

except for banners over streets. Such temporary signs shall be displayed for a 
period not to exceed 10 calendar days. No more than one temporary sign per 
nonprofit organization shall be permitted within any two month period. 

 
E. Temporary signs identified as banners must be hung a minimum height of 20 

feet above the street, with supports and fastenings to be approved by the 
Building Inspector. Temporary cloth signs, banners, streamers, etc., requested to 
be hung over streets shall be for civic or community affairs of a public or 
semipublic nature and not for private gain. They shall be removed as soon as 
torn or damaged, and not later than 30 days after erection. Also, an 
indemnification is required, saving the Municipality harmless from any and all 
judgments, costs or expenses that the Municipality may incur or suffer by 
permitting the erection of the temporary sign. 

 
F. One off-premises directional sign for a plan of 10 lots or more is permitted, up 

to 25 square feet, for a maximum one-year period. Same may be renewed on a 
yearly basis until 85% of the lots are sold, if the sign is maintained in a proper 
structural and aesthetic condition and in compliance with safety provisions. 

 
G. Political signs may be erected or maintained for a period not to exceed 12 weeks 

prior to the date the election to which such signs are applicable is scheduled to 
occur. The same shall be removed within five days following the election. 
Temporary political signs shall not project higher than 15 feet, as measured from 
the base of the sign or grade of the nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is 
higher. The following provisions shall also apply: 
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(1.) Public right-of-way. There shall be no limit on the permitted number of 
temporary political signs displayed. 

 
(2.) In the public right-of-way, no such sign may be located across, over or 

extending onto the paved portion of any public roadway. Temporary 
political signs located in a public right-of-way shall be erected or 
installed in such a manner so as not to interfere with or obstruct access, 
activity or vision along any public right-of-way. Further, such signs shall 
not be attached to or placed on traffic signals, utility poles, trees or other 
similar vegetation. 

 
H. A maximum of two off-premises temporary signs, not exceeding, in the 

aggregate, six square feet, for farmers selling their own produce or those 
engaging in the sale of products resulting from plant cultivation activity, as 
permitted and defined in this section. 
 

I. No temporary sign shall be approved as a permanent sign, whether as a wall sign 
or freestanding sign. 

 
§220-85 Subdivision and Planned Residential Development Plan Signs 
 

A. Two Freestanding Signs or Monument Signs, one on each side of a street or 
access drive entering the development site,   for one such access of the 
Subdivision or Planned Residential Development plan, or multi-family land 
development are permitted as of right subject to the standards of this section.  
One freestanding sign may be authorized by Council at the time of the approval 
of the Subdivision or Planned Residential Development plan.  Additional such 
signs shall be authorized as a conditional use subject to the standards of this 
section and subject to § 220-30. General provisions, Article V, Conditional 
Uses. 

 
B. Freestanding Signs shall not exceed 15 ten (10) square feet in gross surface area 

per face and five feet in height . 
 

C. Monuments Signs shall not exceed 15 square feet in gross surface area. 
 

D. C. Monument signs shall The sign not exceed five six (6) feet in height. 
 

E. D. The sign may only be illuminated by external lighting.  The lighting may not 
exceed one half (0.5) footcandles as measured at the face of the sign. 

 
F. Signs shall bear only the name and or the address of the subject plan. 

 
G. Each sign shall be set back at least five feet from the right-of-way line and shall 

not obstruct required site distance. 
 
H. Signs shall be accompanied by low level landscaping with at least five low level 

plantings in the immediate vicinity of each sign. 
 

I. The signs shall be set back at least 25 feet from side or rear property lines 
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adjacent to residentially zoned building lots. 
 
§220-86 Residential Districts  
 

A. Conditional Uses Authorized in the Residential Districts. 
 

(1.) One Free Standing sign or one wall sign shall be permitted. 
 

(2.) A Free Standing sign shall be flat, having no more than two faces, and same 
shall not exceed 10 feet in height above the basic grade. 

 
(3.) The area of the ground or wall sign shall not exceed 15 square feet per face. 

 
(4.) The sign support must be located a minimum of 10 feet off the right-of-way, 

and no part of such sign shall project into the right-of-way of any street or 
highway. 

 
(5.) Signage permitted shall be placed no closer than 40 feet to a side or rear yard 

line. 
 

A. B. No Impact Home Based Business and Home Occupations. 
 

(1.) One Free Standing or Wall Sign two (2) square feet in area. 
 

(2.) A free Standing Sign shall not exceed four (4) feet in height. 
 

(3.) A Free Standing Sign shall be located no closer than twenty (20) feet from 
the front property line and shall be located in the center one third of the 
length of the front lot line. 

 
(4.) Free Standing Signs and Wall Signs shall not be illuminated. 

 
§220-87 Shopping Centers and Office Parks 
 

A. The standards contained in this section shall to apply to all parcels within 
shopping centers and office parks. 

 
B. Shopping Centers, Freestanding Signs.  Each shopping center, which bears 500 

or more feet of continuous frontage along State Routes 22, 66, 286, 380, or 366 
is permitted one freestanding sign located on front yards borne by the perimeter 
of the shopping center along said routes, and conforming to the following 
specifications.  The aforesaid 500 feet shall be interpreted to mean that which is 
borne along any one such street stated, as opposed to a cumulative amount 
where frontage on multiple such streets exists.   

 
 

(1) The maximum size of any such sign shall be 150 square feet per face. 
 
(2) The maximum height of the freestanding sign shall be 25 feet. 
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(3) The sign shall be located at least ten feet from the front property line and 
20 feet from side or rear property lines. 

 
(4) The freestanding sign may include an automatic changeable copy sign 

not to exceed sixteen square feet per face, wherein the square footage of 
the sign is applied to and made an integral part of the overall square 
footage authorized for the sign.  It shall have a black background/face 
with amber toned changeable copy. Additionally, the character height 
shall not exceed 18 inches in height, with no more than two lines of copy 
per electronic signboard, and all copy or other images that physically 
change or give the appearance of change shall be displayed at intervals 
of not less than five seconds. Running, flashing, scrolling or other 
distracting movement of the changeable copy is prohibited.  The sign 
shall utilize snap and erase or comparable standard motion settings that 
do not permit animation wherein no more than one quarter of a second 
shall pass from the beginning to the completion of each single copy’s 
display.  The NIT displayed by such signs shall be limited to 6,000. 

 
(5) The freestanding sign may include a manual changeable copy sign where 

no automatic changeable copy sign is installed, wherein the square 
footage of the sign is applied to and made an integral part of the overall 
square footage authorized for the sign and is limited to thirty percent of 
the overall square footage proposed. 

 
(6) Applications for freestanding signs authorized by this section, which 

exceed fifty square feet per face shall include a photometric plan sealed 
by a qualified engineer to demonstrates lighting commensurate with this 
ordinance.     

 
C. Office Parks, Freestanding and Monument Entrance Signs.  Office parks shall be 

authorized and limited to freestanding signs or monument signs for park 
entrances in the same manner and shall meet the same standards, requirements, 
and limitations as signs authorized in Section 804, Subdivision and Planned 
Residential Development Signs. 
 

D. Each shopping center is allocated an additional freestanding sign where the 
center bears an entrance onto an additional street as secondary frontage. A 
secondary freestanding sign for shopping centers which complies with the 
amount, height, and specifications authorized for freestanding signs on stand 
alone parcels by Zoning District is authorized with the following standards. 
 

(1.) No automatic changeable copy signs are authorized as an accessory to 
such signs.    

 
(2.) Where a shopping center bears less than 500 feet of secondary frontage 

along State Routes 22, 66, 286, 380, or 366, the aforesaid authorization 
for an additional freestanding sign in conformance with stand alone 
parcel standards by zoning district shall apply.  Where the center bears 
more than 500 feet of continuous frontage on more than one such route 
or highway, either may be selected as the primary frontage and the 
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allocations for primary and secondary signs shall be applied accordingly.      
 

(3.) The square footage authorized for a secondary entrance sign shall be in 
addition to that authorized for a primary entrance sign.   

  
E. Individual businesses on outparcels within shopping centers or office parks may 

install one freestanding sign fronting on the access drive utilized by the parcel 
which shall be limited to six square feet per face and shall extend no higher than 
four feet from the grade of ground.  The authorized sign shall include only 
information pertaining to activities on that particular parcel and shall be setback 
at least eight feet from the access drive. 
 

F. Individual principal buildings within office parks shall be authorized one 
freestanding or monument sign that conforms to the standards of Section 220-
85. 
 

G. Illumination.  The signs authorized herein shall be subject to those standards and 
limitations cited in Section 606, Lighting as well as those applied to stand alone 
parcels by district.   

 
H. Wall signs are authorized in accordance with those specified for stand alone 

parcels by Zoning District. 
 
§220-88 §220-87 Mixed Use District, Stand Alone Parcels.  
 
The following are authorized for stand alone parcels within the Mixed Use District. 
 

A. One wall sign per lot not more than 12 square feet in area. The projection of the 
wall sign shall not exceed two feet measured from the face of the main wall of 
the building to which it is attached and it may not project beyond the ends or top 
of the wall to which it is attached. 

 
B. One Free Standing sign per lot indicating the business names of occupants of 

that building may be located in the front yard area. Same shall not exceed eight 
(8) square feet per face, nor be mounted higher than four (4) feet off the ground, 
measured to the top of the sign.  Lots bearing more than 100 feet of lineal 
frontage on any street shall be entitled to a sign not to exceed twenty four (24) 
square feet, not withstanding the allotments authorized for parcels bearing 
frontage on State Routes 22, 66, 286, 380, or 366. 

 
C. The free standing sign shall not be located closer than 15 feet to any side lot 

line.  
 
D. The free standing sign shall be located no closer to the front lot line than fifteen 

(15)  ten (10) feet and shall not be located in an area where the sign will block or 
reduce visibility of traffic entering or exiting the site or adjacent properties. 

 
E.  The sign shall be lighted from within, if illuminated and may not produce more                
than one half (0.5) foot candle of light.  
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E. F. Buildings located on corner lots may divide total square feet of wall signage 
permitted between two wall signs, one facing each street. 

 
F. G. Nonilluminated signs displayed strictly to identify parking area entrances or 

exits are permitted on the property, provided that the area of any one side of any 
such sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet. If such signs are ground-
mounted, the Zoning Officer shall determine if the mounting height will cause a 
sight obstruction. 

 
G. The illumination of all authorized signs shall be external and shall not produce 

more than one footcandle of light at any point on the property. 
 
H. Lots bearing frontage on State Routes 22, 66, 286, 380, or 366 shall be entitled 

to and subject to the allotments and standards applied to freestanding signs in 
Section 220-808, Business District, Stand Alone Parcels, within the required 
front yard paralleling said streets.  Wall signs affixed to wall surfaces directly 
facing said streets shall be entitled to and subject to the allotments and standards 
applied to wall signs in Section 220-808, Business District, Stand Alone Parcels 
. 

 
I. Manual changeable copy signs are permitted as an accessory to wall or 

freestanding signs and shall not exceed 50% of the total copy. 
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§220-89  §220-88  B Business District, Stand Alone Parcels.  
 
The following are authorized for stand alone parcels within the Business District. 
 

A. One wall sign for each business enterprise in a building that occupies space in 
the immediate interior of the front first floor wall of the building shall be 
authorized. 

 
(1.) The size of the wall sign for any single enterprise may have an area 

equivalent to l 1/2 square feet of sign area for each lineal foot of width of a 
building or part of a building occupied by such enterprise, but the 
cumulative square footage of all such signs combined shall not exceed a 
maximum area greater than ten (10) percent of the wall’s face to which they 
are affixed. 

 
(2.) For the purposes of this section, width shall be measured along the building 

face nearest parallel to the street line. The sign must be affixed to the wall 
from which measurement is taken. In the case of a corner lot, either frontage 
may be used in determining width, but the frontage selected shall be 
considered the front wall of the building for the purposes of determining 
maximum area of the signs. This maximum area may be divided between 
two signs, one facing each street.   

 
(3.) The projection of the wall sign shall not exceed two feet measured from the 

face of the main bearing wall of the building and it may not project beyond 
the ends or top of the wall to which it is attached. The wall sign must be 
attached to that portion of the building occupied by the business enterprise 
advertised on same. 

 
(4.) Wall signs may be internally or externally illuminated provided the internal 

or external illumination does not exceed one (1) foot candle of illumination 
at the face of the sign. 

 
(5.) All wall signage posted on walls directly facing and fronting on Old William 

Penn Highway shall conform to the Mixed Use District standards of this 
section. 

 
B. One Free Standing Sign for each lot in the B District with frontage on a public 

road.  One additional Free Standing Sign may be authorized for lots with more 
than two hundred (200) feet of lot frontage on a public road.  One freestanding 
sign shall be permitted on the premises of each lot bearing a principal building 
and establishment(s) and fronting on a public street in the B District which is not 
otherwise located within a shopping center or office park, subject to the 
following:  
 
(1.) For lots with up to two hundred (200) feet of frontage along a public road, 

the sign area shall be calculated at one half (0.5)  one quarter (0.25) square 
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foot of sign area for each linear foot of lot frontage up to a maximum of fifty 
(50) square feet per face. 

 
(2).  For lots with over two hundred (200) feet of frontage along a public road, 
the sign area shall be calculated at one half (0.5) square foot of sign area for 
each linear foot of lot frontage for the first two hundred (200) feet of frontage 
and one quarter (0.25) of a square foot of sign area for each linear foot of lot 
frontage up to a maximum sign area of one hundred fifty (150) square feet. 

 
(3).  In the event that two or more abutting lots with frontage along the same 
public road, are owned by the same entity, share common egress, common 
parking and have been developed as a single development the free standing 
sign authorized for these lots may be combined to create one free standing sign 
not to exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area. 

 
(2.) (4) If the lot has frontage on more than one street the total amount of signage 

calculated above may be divided into two signs and placed on two property 
lines with street frontage.  A sign placed on a street frontage other than 
Routes 22, 66, 286, 366 and 380 shall comply with the requirements of 
§220-806. 

 
(3.)  (5) Maximum sign height is 25 feet above the ground. 

 
(4.)  (6) The sign shall be located no closer than twenty (20)  eight (8) feet to the 

front lot line. 
 
(5.) (7) The sign shall be located in the middle one third of the property width as 

determined by the lot frontage. at least fifteen (15) feet from all side and rear 
lot signs   

 
(6.) (8) A manual changeable copy sign is permitted as an accessory to and as 

part of the  freestanding sign, wherein said sign may not exceed 50% of the 
total gross surface area of the freestanding sign to which it is an accessory.   
The square footage of all signage on the structure shall not exceed that 
authorized for the freestanding sign itself. 

 
(7.) (9) An automatic changeable copy sign is permitted as an accessory to and 

as part of the freestanding sign, wherein said sign may not exceed 25% of 
the total gross surface area of the freestanding sign to which it is an 
accessory.  The sign shall operate within those standards required under 
Section 220-87 B(4), including the timing, character, lighting and color of 
digital text. 

 
§220-90  Billboards.    
 
Billboards shall be authorized as a conditional use on parcels within the B, Business 

District with the following specifications: 
 
A. The parcel shall bear at least 500 of continuous frontage along State Routes 22, 

66, 286, 380, or 366.  The aforesaid 500 feet shall be interpreted to mean that 
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which is borne along any one such street stated, as opposed to a cumulative 
amount where frontage on multiple such streets exists.  

  
B. The billboard shall be limited to 65 square feet. 
 
C. The billboard shall be set back a minimum of 500 feet from any property line 

which directly abuts a parcel zoned as R-R, R-1, R-2, or R-3. 
   
D. The billboard shall be setback at least 100 feet from any side or rear property 

line, or any street other than those cited in 809 (1), not withstanding stricter 
provisions regarding residentially zoned properties. 

 
 
E. The billboard shall be set back at least 20 feet from any street. 
 
F. No changeable copy signs are permitted in association with a billboard. 
 
G. No flashing or colored lighting are permitted in association with any billboard. 

 
§220-91  Public Lands District.    
 

A. Not withstanding signs generally exempt, signs in accordance with the standards 
of Section §220-85 are authorized as a conditional use, except that the sign may 
bear language relevant to onsite activities aside from the name of the facility or 
activity onsite.   
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SECTION III. 
 
Where any portion of the amendments adopted in Section II is overturned by a Court of 
Law, the former standards as of the date of this ordinance shall take effect 
 

 
THIS ORDINANCE ORDAINED AND ENACTED AT A REGULARLY CONSTITUTED, 
DULY CONVENED MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF 
MURRYSVILLE, THIS _________ DAY OF ___________, 2006. 

COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE 

 

__________________________________      _____________________________  

Theo van de Venne, Council President     John Barrett, Municipal Secretary 

 

(Seal) 

 

APPROVED/REJECTED: 

 

_____________________________  

Joyce K. Somers, Mayor 

 

Dated: _________________ , 2006 

Member Yes No Absent Abstain 

Jack Bankoske     

Robert J. Brooks     

Jeffrey Franke     

Nancy Kacin     

Lawrence Nicolette     

Dennis Pavlik     

Theo van de Venne     

 


