




130 Acres







The Upper Lehigh 
Cluster



Eight Sub-Watersheds

Upper Lehigh
Pocono Kittatinny
Schuylkill Highlands
Kirkwood-Cohansey
Brandywine and Christina
Middle Schuylkill
New Jersey Highlands
Upstream Suburban Philadelphia



The Upper Lehigh 

Upper Lehigh Partners

Wildlands Conservancy
Natural Lands Trust
Audubon, Pennsylvania
The Nature Conservancy, PA
Pocono Heritage Land Trust
North Branch Lands Trust
North Pocono CARE

6 Counties
35 Municipalities



Municipal Code Updates





Natural Features & Landscaping



Trees = Best Management Practice

• Critical for keeping pollutants 

and excess sediment out and

improving water quality 

health 

• Fives times better than 

unforested buffers at 

processing organic matter, 

nitrogen, etc.



A Healthy Stream



Riparian Buffer
Width

100 ft+ needed to adequately protect water 
quality and habitat in most watersheds.

•30 ft = ~ 65% sediment removal, but
limited removal of fine silts and clays.

•100ft = ~ 85% sediment removal, 
additional 20% is mostly fine silts and 
clays.

•100 ft maintains water temperatures 
within 2˚ for 60 ft – important for aquatic 
species.

•120 ft removes 89% of nitrogen

(source: Stroud Water Research Center)



Steep Slopes





Conservation Subdivision Design











FOUR-STEP DESIGN PROCESS

Site Visit



Vernal pools support an abundance and variety of animal life.



Step I

Step II

Delineate Open 
Space First

Locate 
Infrastructure

Step III

Locate House Sites

Step IV
Draw Lot Lines

SLDO New Section: FOUR-STEP DESIGN PROCESS



Conservation Subdivision vs. Conventional Subdivision



www.schemmelrealestate.com





Marshall Pond & Marshall View
Chester County







COMMUNITY-WIDE GREENWAY
LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP CHESTER COUNTY



















Winfield





Make Conservation the Path of Least Resistance



62% *

* The average percentage of open space set 

aside in conservation subdivisions, each 

time a property is developed under a 

Growing Greener:  Conservation by 

Design ordinance!



Commercial Corridors & Town Centers





Parking to Side and Rear



























thank you.
Ann Hutchinson

ahutchinson@natlands.org




