Lancaster Farmland Trust Farm Scoring System

This system is intended to be used as a guide for the Board of Trustees and to assist in deciding the dollar amount to offer a farm owner for a conservation easement. It is not intended to be used to rank farms against one another.


There are five categories, totaling 100 points. Because most areas of Lancaster County contain excellent soils, it was thought that soils should not be emphasized as much as development pressure. 

I. 20 points SOILS – this score measures the soil productivity of a farm, using the same system as the County’s Clean & Green measurements.


1. Eighty percent or more class I and II prime soils
20 points


2. Fifty-eighty percent class I and II prime soils

15 points


3. Fifty percent class I, II, III soils


10 points

II. 30 points DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE –prioritize those farms under the most development pressure.

A. Proximity to the edge of an Urban Growth Area


1. adjacent to an UGB




10 points


2. within ½ mile of an UGB



7 points


3. within 1 mile of an UGB



4 points

B. Proximity to public sewer and water service

1. adjacent to existing service area


10 points

2. within ½ mile of existing service area


7 points

3. within 1 mile of existing service area


4 points

C.
Number of Feet of Road Frontage


1. extensive, developable road frontage (2,000’ +)
10 points


2. moderate road frontage (500’-2,000’)


7 points


3. limited frontage (50’-500’)



4 points

III. 30 points FARM VIABILITY – the capability of a farm to be farmed generations from now. This is not meant to take into consideration the type of current farm operation.


A. Size of farm – emphasize a greater than county average of 84 acres



1. farm size of 100 acres or greater


10 points



2. farm size of 50-100 acres



7 points



3. farm size of less than 50 acres



4 points


B. Stewardship (soil and water conservation practices)



1. farm is operated with a documented plan of soil and water        conservation measures which has been reviewed by the Conservation District or by Trust Staff



10 points



2. farm is operated with some soil and water conservation techniques












5 points


C. Percentage of Harvested Cropland and Pasture



1. 75% or greater harvested cropland and pasture
10 points



2. 50-75% harvested cropland and pasture

7 points



3. less than 50% harvested cropland and pasture

4 points

IV. 10 points FARMLAND CONCENTRATION POTENTIAL – LFT prioritizes those farms which are near other preserved farms and have the potential to build a “cluster” of preserved farms; however, a farmer willing to be the first landowner to preserve in his area also is prioritized.


A. Distance from other preserved farms



1. adjacent to one or more preserved farms

10 points



2. within ½ mile of a preserved farm or adjacent to an applicant to the County Agricultural Preserve Board


8 points



3. the first farm in preserve in a geographic area

10 points

V. 10 points SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS – are unique or subjective factors which staff and Board believe add intangible value to the farm, and may include:



1. the farm is located in a specific LFT geographic priority areas



2. the farmer is very committed to preservation and wishes to have an especially restrictive conservation easement on his farm.



3. the farm is greater than the average size for its region



4. special fundraising – funds could be recouped from a different source at a later date or the project itself would lend well to special fundraising



5. there is obviously a deep family commitment to farming and agriculture – for example, more than one generation of the family shows a commitment to farming



6. the farm contains important wildlife habitat, woods or wetlands – landowner is interested in protecting all natural aspects of the landscape as an ecological unit 



7. the farm is owner-operated, not rented out



8. the project will be completed in partnership with other agencies and is a model of collaboration

