Press Release Template for Legislative Site Visit

DIRECTIONS:  A press release is a great way to say thank you and reinforce promises made on the site visit. Be sure to include some pictures with your release. You can also adapt this release into an article for your newsletter. If your legislator is running for re-election be careful to thank them for specific legislative actions rather than a thank you that could be construed as providing an endorsement.

Your Logo Here

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date
Contacts: 


Contact name

(xxx)xxx-xxxx (office and cell)




E-mail address

[LEGISLATOR] PLEDGES CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR STATE CONSERVATION FUNDING, WHICH HELPED [TOWN NAME] FAMILY CONSERVE THEIR LAND
(If appropriate) [LAND TRUST] Presents Award to [Legislator] Recognizing His Leadership in Renewing this Important Conservation Tool

Your City, State, (Date) –Standing against a forested background of [XX county or town], [Legislator] pledged to support continued state conservation funding, which enabled [name of land trust] to preserve this [# of acres] tract of land for current and future generations.  This land [insert some of the benefits of the land, such as providing a walking trail for the community, protecting an important source of drinking water, or ]. if appropriate: As a supporter of state conservation funding, [legislator’s name] helped ensure the renewal of this important conservation tool and today [land trust] presented [him/her] an award in recognition of [his/her] leadership.   

[Legislator] experienced [this aspect of the conserved land, e.g., walked the new trail, toured the preserved forest, ]

The [name] property will remain in it’s natural state thanks to [name of funding source] which [describe the program] which has [the following tract record of conservation].  
“Our organization has used this program to conserve [XX number] acres of imperiled natural areas,” said [your executive director]. “We want to thank the legislature for supporting its continuation [by this action]. “Years from now, our children and grand children will be able to enjoy the [feature of the property] this land provides. Conservation investments build lasting legacies in our communities.   

According to [Legislator] [Insert quote from legislator] Suggestion: “We are losing the green spaces and natural places that define our community: the local pockets of green where children and adults can play, exercise and relax; the open lands that prevent flooding and that recharge and protect our drinking water supplies; and farms that provide healthy, local food to our communities.  We must provide funding to protect the open spaces that give our communities their distinctive appeal and make them healthy, prosperous and secure.
[Insert quote from impacted community member or conservation expert on the benefits of the acquisition].  
About [your land trust’s name]:
Insert your boilerplate information about your land trust and include your website.

###

Use this press release for follow-up with your legislator:

· Send the release and photos to your legislator with a handwritten note thanking him/her for his/her time and reminding him/her of commitments made.

· Send separate thank you notes to each staff member who attended, expressing your thanks and reminding them what was promised.

· Adapt this release for your newsletter or website and send a link to the staff members you met. Please also send this release, photos and an account of your event to the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association, info@conserveland.org. 

